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BITLESS & PIECES
Rulebook, has been involved in promotional
events and we are really pleased to have her
formally join the Committee.

2015 BITLESS INC COMMITTEE
Bitless Inc’s Inaugural AGM was held on 12th
April 2015 on the Central Coast, NSW, and
while it was a small turnout of members, it
was a lively, friendly meeting.

The AGM resulted in some exciting new
ideas, plans and memberships to come this
year with Bitless Inc, much of which is
announced here in this newsletter.
The 2016 AGM will be conducted online, to
allow more members nationally to attend.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Sue Lewis
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FROM THE EDITOR
By Karri Nadazdy
Have a story to share with us in the next
newsletter?

Advertising space for bitless friendly events
and businesses are available at $25 per
quarter of a page, per newsletter, including
artwork, and Classifieds at $10 per listing.
Classifieds to start new Hoof Sports Clubs are
free, as are bitless friendly event calendar
listings.

We love hearing from Members who have
switched to bitless, started up new clubs and
groups under Bitless Inc, or got out and about
and waved the bitless/bridle-less flag in
challenging situations! Share your good news
with us!

Please email any newsletter submissions or
ads to news@bitlessinc.org.au.

Next Newsletter Deadline: 15th August 2015NE
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TREASURER’S REPORT
By Karri Nadazdy
Bitless Inc is halfway through its second year, and is doing well. Bitless Inc broke even in
April 2014 (6 months after launching), and year 2 looks to be even more successful than
year one. Memberships have funded all of the association’s expenses to date, (the
largest expense being insurance), with minimal additional fundraising. The association is
financially healthy, and is continuing to grow.
2014 – 2015
INCOME
Memberships
Guests

$7452.00
$ 970.00

Merchandise
BBB Rental
Post Fees

$ 636.11
$ 0.00
$ 13.45

Online Show
Other Income

$ 271.00
$ 0.25
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
Legal Fees (insurance, FT etc)
Bank Fees/Paypal

$9342.80

$3719.00
$ 116.20

Marketing
Postage
Stationary

$ 267.00
$ 396.00
$ 0.00

Merchandise
BBB Maintenance

$1302.50
$ 0.00

Sponsorship (HPA Ribbons)
Events
Other Expenses

$ 40.00
$ 0.00
$ 0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES

$5841.40

NET PROFIT $3501.42

Continued next page….
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TREASURER’S REPORT

… CONT…

2015 – 2016 (YTD – half year)
INCOME
Memberships
Guests

$4380.00
$ 210.00

Merchandise
BBB Rental
Post Fees

$ 0.00
$ 0.00
$ 0.00

Online Show
Other Income

$
$

0.00
0.00
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
Legal Fees (insurance, FT etc)
Bank Fees/Paypal

$4590.00

$3764.00
$ 85.70

Marketing
Postage
Stationary

$
$
$

0.00
0.00
0.00

Merchandise
BBB Maintenance

$
$

0.00
0.00

Sponsorship (HPA Ribbons)
Events
Other Expenses

$
$
$

0.00
0.00
0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES

$3850.10
NET PROFIT

BITLESS INC SMARTPHONE APP
Available for download
straight to your phone, with
a direct link to the forum
Calendar to list your
activities, audio dressage
tests to practice, and you
can even join Bitless Inc
directly from the app! It’s
free, and available for
iPhone and Android. Let us
know what you think!
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$ 739.93 (YTD)

HELMET RULE CHANGE
event and activity
organisers, and
Authorised Members
to check and
enforce the wearing
of compliant
helmets.
Helmets must comply with current Australian
Standards or equivilent. At the time of
printing, these standards are: ASNZ3838
helmets, American helmets: ASTM F116, or
PAS 015 (2011) and those European helmets:
EN 1384 with the Kitemark (image, right).

Effective immediately, all Members and
Guests are required to wear a helmet with
a correctly fitted and fastened safety
harness, while riding or driving.

The EN1384 helmets are NOT all
acceptable… Horse Safety Australia
considers that if you are using the European
standard helmets then ONLY the European
“BS EN1384″ with this ‘Kitemark” (above) are
acceptable . Standards Australia has stated
that the monitoring processes for the (non
kitemarked) EN1384 helmets are not
equivalent to the Australian 3838 helmet
requirements, so just the designation CE
EN1384 alone is not considered enough by
Australian Standards, Horse Safety Australia,
or Bitless Inc.

One of Bitless Inc’s Objectives is 5) Ensure the
safety of members by promoting and
encouraging compliance with safety
standards in training, competition and public
displays. Optional helmet use does not
support this objective.
This applies to ALL ridden and driven activities
while a Member or Guest of Bitless Inc,
whether that be at a competition, club
event, casual get together of friends, or lone
activities at home. It is the responsibility of

2015 ONLINE SHOW IS COMING!!
The Bitless Inc Annual Online Show
commences from the 1st June 2015 to 31st
July, 2015. Members receive one free entry
into every class in the Online Show, and nonmembers, including those outside Australia,
are welcome to enter for a nominal fee.
Real ribbons are posted out to all entries, with
placings in each class to 4th place. Check
the website from 1st June for details!
Last year’s winners and entries can also be
viewed by visiting www.bitlessinc.org.au
Photo: 2014 Bitless Inc Online Show Grand
Champions Leah Sharp & Breo
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NEW BITLESS INC MEMBERSHIPS – JUNIOR & INTERNATIONAL
The AGM raised some queries from Members and Guests regarding a junior Membership option.
In response to this, Bitless Inc is pleased to offer not only a junior membership, but also an
international membership. The new memberships are available now.
Existing Membership levels remain unchanged. Existing members can change to another level
from the new membership year which commences on November 1, 2015.

Bitless Inc Memberships 2015-2016

Fanatic

Enthusiast

Mini

Guest

Advocate

Location/Age Restrictions

Australians
18 years +

Australians
16 years +

Australians
Under 16's
& over 80's

Australians
& Visitors
Any age

International
Residents
Any Age

Annual Membership Fee

$155

$55

$35

*$30
Single Event

$35

Participate in Bitless Inc Events**









$20 Million Public Liability Insurance









Personal Injury Insurance¹





Must wear helmet when riding or driving










Membership can be upgraded to higher level at
any time (subject to Committee Approval)







Free Entries in Online Show







Eligible to Enter High Point Awards







Quarterly Digital Newsletter²







Access to Members' Only Forum







Notification of Bitless Friendly Events







Eligible to attend AGM/GM's







Eligible to make policy suggestions







5%

5%

Discounts on BI merchandise

10%

Eligible to loan from the Bitless Bridle Bank³





Eligible to be an Authorised Member





Eligible to Register a Hoof Sports Club





Eligible to join Bitless Inc Comittee



Eligible to nominate Committee Members



Eligible to Vote on Bitless Inc Decisions



Eligible to claim pre-approved expenses



Within 30
days without
penalty

















* Guest Membership only available via an Authorised Member for a Single Event Only. Guest Membership can be upgraded
within 30 days by contacting the Secretary and paying the difference without additional fees
** Check with Affiliated Groups for Details, additional Costs may apply
¹ Up to 80 years of age
² Postage and Late Fees may Apply
³ Additional $5/year for Print & Post Version
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5%

NEW VOLUNTEER HIGH POINT AWARD

Bitless Inc. is pleased to announce a new
High Point Award for Bitless Inc Volunteers.
The Volunteer High Point Award joins two
existing
categories:
Competitive
and
Recreational for participants of bitless
activities. The new award recognises those
who organise and help run Bitless Inc events.

work towards Silver and Gold levels in each
category. High Point Award Recipients will
be honoured on the Bitless Inc. website, and
receive a personalised sash.
Existing Members can back-date Volunteer
activities to the start of January 2015, new
members joining after the 1st of January can
start logging activities as soon as they receive
their Member’s Welcome Pack. Volunteers
can claim points for volunteering at Bitless Inc
events (any advertised, open, or club event
where participants must be Bitless Inc
Members or Guests). Informal activities (such
as friends meeting for a local ride) do not
count. If in doubt, ask the organisers, or
contact Bitless Inc.

Volunteers are the backbone of any event,
and often those volunteers
sacrifice
participating in the event with their own
horses, to ensure the event runs for the
benefit of others. They may put in many
hours of work to prepare and to ensure that
all the participants are safe, and have a
great day. Volunteering is very rewarding,
and this award offers formal recognition of
you efforts.

Bonus points are also given for publicity of
bitless, bridle-less or liberty horses to the
equestrian community or general public.
So if you participate in a parade while
bitless, or are featured in a printed
publication, or do a liberty demonstration
at an Ag show, you can use those bonus
points in any one of your log books,
including the volunteer loglook.
The Bitless Inc. High Point Award Log Books
can be downloaded and printed to write
your activities into, or an .xls document can
be saved to your computer or smartphone
and updated digitally. For more information,
visit
the
Awards
page
at
www.bitlessinc.org.au, or refer to the back of
your logbooks.

National Volunteer Week has just passed and
it’s a great reminder to get involved in your
local area and help support bitless activities.
Members are only competing against
themselves, and have up to 5 years to
accumulate enough points for the Bronze
High Point Award. They can then continue to
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FIRST HIGH POINT AWARD RECIPIENT
Congratulations to Noeline Cassettari of
NSW, who is the first recipient of a Bitless
Inc High Point Award. Her Recreational
High Point sash was presented to her at
the Bitless Inc AGM.
Noeline is very active with her driving and
liberty ponies, and they have even been
featured on TV and at Equitana.
Two more Bronze High Point Awards have
been achieved, just after Noeline:

Karri Nadazdy (& Lorien) NSW
Bronze Competitive High Point Award

Leah Sharp (& Breo) VIC
Bronze Recreational High Point Award

GOOD HORSEMANSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS

Suzie Williams, Robin
Lonsdale & Gill Johnston
Reinless To Rawlinna Ride
April 2015

Emma
Central Coast Hoof Sports
Horse Agility Competition
November 2014

Jess Dries
Central Coast Hoof Sports
Horse Agility Comp
July 2014

More information on Bitless Inc Awards can found at: http://bitlessinc.org.au/bitlessincawards.php
The Bitless Inc Hall Of Fame at http://bitlessinc.org.au/hall-of-fame.htm
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REINLESS TO RAWLINNA
By Karri Nadazdy
In April, three women and their horses set out to ride 380km through the desert bridle-less, to raise
money for the Flying Doctor Service, the Melanoma Institute and Beyond Blue.

Suzie Williams, Gill Johnston, and Robin Lonsdale, from Kalgoorlie, WA, spent over a year training
themselves, and their horses, for the epic journey of a lifetime.
Suzie, Gill and Robin understood that this was a goal not to be taken lightly, and to do it well, and
safely, a lot of preparation needed to go into the horses, and themselves. They spent time not just
on fitness building for
horses and riders, but
training the horses to be
safe bridle-less in any
situation by exposing
them to many high
pressure scenarios that
they may encounter,
surviving a few falls and
injuries, promoting their
trip and fundraising
efforts, and filming for
their documentary of the
trip. The riders found that
going reinless noticeably
strengthened their bonds
with their horses.
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REINLESS TO RAWLINNA

…CONT...

Disaster struck a few days out
from the start of the journey,
with a health set back for Gill’s
Icelandic Horse Fokur. Gill
decided to pull out, rather than
risk her horse’s health, but
joined the support crew for the
trip. The remaining team
pushed on: Suzie and her horse
Cooper Pedy and Robyn and
her horse Jasper.
They set out from Kalgoorlie on
8th April, 2015, feeling excited,
and (mostly) confident! The
journey to Rawlinna, took 10
days, covering around 50km
each day, meeting their
support crew each evening
and taking a couple of rest
days along the way, one due
to bad weather. They faced
riding through pouring rain and
storms, a morning off to visit the
ER (!!), wild dogs and camels, strange items abandoned on the road, coming face to face with a
train, the horses being stolen by wild horses in the middle of the night and their camp getting
washed out. They also experienced the incredible, ever changing beauty of the desert, and its
flora and fauna, from the backs of their horses.
At the conclusion of a journey they are sure to never forget, Suzie and Robyn rode into Rawlinna
on 17th April at around 5pm,
to join in the Nullabor Muster,
and celebrated with
champagne on their arrival.
They participated in some of
the Muster events, before
heading home, this time by
vehicle - and the horses
happily in a truck.
The documentary will go into
production soon, and we
can’t wait to see more of
these three inspiring women,
and their incredible horses.
You can more about their
journey on Facebook, and
donate their chosen charities.
10

HORSE RIDING: CHOOSE YOUR WEAPONS!
Book Review By Gill Shepherd

Don’t let the title mislead you. This book in my
opinion is a must read for any horse rider
regardless of your discipline. The author Avis
Senior relates her journey from care free pony
mad young girl through the competition rings to
instructor and onto enlightened horse woman. A
similar journey to my own I could relate to all of
the scenarios and scenes presented. All the parts
of the Holistic Horse are presented (with the
exception of hoof care) and explained as to the
cause and effect of good (tools) and bad
(weapons). This book is the only one I have read
to date that explains just how important rider
position along with correct saddle fit is with
examples of both good and bad. The book also
contains useful exercises both on and off the
horse that the thoughtful rider can practice to
improve their relationship with their horse/s.

Horse Riding: Choose Your Weapons! By Avis
Senior BHSAI. Available for download on Amazon.

I give it

a great read!

GERALDTON HOOF SPORTS (WA)
By Barbara Darbyshire
Geraldton Hoof Sports, in Western Australia, formed in 2013 as Geraldton Horse Agility Group, and
affiliated with Bitless Inc in April 2015 as a Hoof Sports Club.

Geraldton Hoof Sports aim is to promote Horsemanship, Agility and Riding Skills and welcome new
members that may also help create friendships with like minded people. A great way to get you
and your horse out of your comfort zone and doing something social and fun.
The community of Geraldton and surrounds is welcome to join us and experience the sport of
horse agility, and practice in a friendly, fun and relaxed atmosphere.
Contact Barbara on 0409 877 831, barbara.darbyshire@gmail.com or at
http://www.bitlessinc.org.au/geraldtonhs.htm
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UPCOMING BITLESS EVENTS
MAY 2015
23-24 VIC

Huntly. May Rally. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. Anna: 0403 401 907

30-31 NSW

Port Stephens. Carlos Tabernaberri Clinic. Virginia: 0414 696 355

30

VIC

Huntly Gridwork & Training Day. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. 0403 401 907

31

VIC

Huntly. Trail Ride. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. Anna: 0403 401 907

JUNE 2015
1-30

National 1 June – 31 July . Bitless Inc Online Show. www.bitlessinc.org.au

4-21

QLD

Carlos Tabernaberri Clinics in QLD. www.whisperingacres.com.au

6

NSW

Wyee. Mixed Agility Competition. centralcoasthoofsports@outlook.com

6

WA

Geraldton. Agility Play Day. Geraldton Hoof Sports. Barbara: 0409 877 831

6

NSW

Arcadia. Agility Group Lesson. Suzanne Bellette: 0419 603 122.

6

VIC

Yarra Glen. Groundskills & Agility Clinic. www.wranglerjayne.com.au

14

NSW

14

VIC

Huntly. Jumping Fun Day. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. Anna: 0403 401 907

20

NSW

Duns Creek. Versatility Competition versatility4equines@gmail.com

27

NSW

Galston. Online Show Filming Day. Dural Hoof Sports. Karri: 0402 074 447

Richmond RDA Open Day. Bitless Inc will present demonstrations on
riding and driving bitless & how to convert a horse to bitless.

JULY 2015
1-31

National 1 June – 31 July . Bitless Inc Online Show. www.bitlessinc.org.au

11

VIC

Huntly. Groundwork Training Day. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club 0403 401 907

11

VIC

Yarra Jun. Under 15s Groundskill Agility Clinic. www.wranglerjayne.com.au

12

VIC

Huntly. Trail Ride. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. Anna: 0403 401 907

18

NSW

Galston. Online Show Filming Day. Dural Hoof Sports. Karri: 0402 074 447

AUGUST 2015
8

VIC

Huntly. Winter Woolies Fun Day. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. 0403 401 907

9

VIC

Huntly. Trail Ride. Bendigo Bitless Riding Club. Anna: 0403 401 907
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A small number of these shirts are still available for purchase
Women’s cut (pictured above) in Medium and Large sizes $25
Also Unisex tees in Medium and Large sizes $22.
Plus $9.95 Express Post shipping Australia Wide (multi item discounts apply)

Visit the website: www.BitlessInc.org.au/merchandise.php
Or email your order to Treasurer@bitlessinc.org.au
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